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McEachron: Investigate city books I 
BY BROOKE EDWARDS 

STAFF WRITER 
asked during Tuesday's 
council meeting for a third . 
party to t ake a closer look 
at the city's p ayroll and 
accounts payable records, 
plus all contracts the city has 
been involved in. 

were criminal or that we're 
crooked," McEachron said 
Wednesday. "I have no con­
crete evidence that any of 
that has taken place," he said, 
and he's, hopeful the process 
will vindicate the council and 
show there were no improp-

discovered and it will be put 
out there and there will be 
no more hiding of what went 

HIGH DESERT 

VICTORVILLE • Councilman 
Ryan McEachron has called 
for a "forensic audit" of the 
city's finances, investigating 
its books "to make sure that 
nothing was done wrong and 
that there were no criminal 
or fraudulent acts." 

In particular, McEachron 

"There are a lot of people 
in the community that feel 
that the council in the past 
has been doing things that 

er dealings. . 
"But if there was," . he con­

tinued , "at least it will be 

on." 
McEachron said he's been 

continually frustrated since 
taking office a year ago with 
how the city's financial posi­
tion has halted his ability to 
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move forward on cam­
paign promises to build 
the Nisqualli interchange 
or to add 50 deputies to 
city streets. Even worse, 
he said, that position has 
forced them to layoff doz­
ens of employees, with 
the potential for more 
cuts in the future. 

"And a lot of it stems 
from things done with­
out council knowledge 
or approval, or things 
not formally approved at 
council level," McEachron 
said. "We continue to find 
contracts that have been 
entered into outside the 
approval limits of city 
staff, and money's being 

spent that were never 
approved by council." 

Mayor Pro Tem Mike 
Rothschild denied that 
charge - or any hint of 
illegal dealings - during 
. Tuesday's meeting. 

"If there's anything 
been secret it's because 
there's contracts or deals 
that were being worked 
on and the final solutions 
would have been detri­
mental to that project," 
he said. " .. .I can tell you 
right now as I'm sitting 
here right now there is 
not one single contract or 
agreement or thing that 
we have done that has 
not been approved by this 
council collectively." 

Still, though he admit-

FORENSIC VS. TRADITIONAL CITY AUDIT 

While cities are required to submit to an audit of their finances each year, with an independent firm 
weighing in on the reliability of their financial statements, that process is not targeted at uncovering 
fraud. 

"The difference is, people call in forensic accountants or forensic auditors when there's either suspi­
cion of a white collar or blue collar crime," explained Greg Raffaele, owner of CROSSCOR Valuations out of 
Newport Beach. " .. .They tell us, 'These are our suspicions: and then our job is to prove or disprove those 
suspicions." 

For example, rather than simply looking at city-prepared documents showing total payroll costs in and 
out as annual auditors would do, Raffaele said a firm such as his would look at each individual employee 
and verify their existence, to make sure there aren't any phantom staff members. 

They'd also make sure no employees were being paid a salary that exceeds their typical pay scale. 
While issues like this may not always mean fraud, they could reveal areas of inefficiency, mismanage­

ment or a lack of checks and balances - and protect the city from more serious problems in the future. 
If any questionable issues are uncovered, Raffaele said it would be up to the city to decide whether to 

pursue criminal charges or civil repercussions for any damages that occurred as a result. 

ted to not knowing exact­
ly what a forensic audit 
was, Rothschild said he'd 
be fine with doing one if it 
helps clear up the public's 
perception of the city. 

But don't expect the 

results to come in any- to do so, staff will go out 
time soon. The idea of for bid for a firm to per­
doing a forensic audit form the audit and then 
will have to come back come back to council to 
to council for approval, approve the expenditure 
spokeswoman Yvonne before the actual investi­
Hester said. If they vote gation can even begin. 

" We continue 
to find 
contracts 

that have been 
entered into outside 
approval limits . 
of city staff, and 
money's being 
spent that were 
never approved by 
council." 

Ryan McEachron, 

Brooke Edwards may be reached 

at (760) 955-5358 or at bed­

wards@VVDailyPress.com. 


